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A Difcourfe between JEST and EARNEST 
concerning the TIMES.- 
To be continued Weekly. 


THURSDAY 





Since all the World is di- 
fratted in Wars, 

And Mankind are all in 
Confiufion, 

Nature berfelf feems to blujh at oar Fars, 
And no Man yet can gue the Conclsfion. &e. 


Tf. (Singing) 


You take me to be half mad, no doubt of 
it, from my coming in upon you with a Stan- 
za of this Nature, now the Treaty of Paffaro- 
witte and the Quadruple diliance are upon the 
Point of being ratify’d. 

Earneft. You come up to my Sentiments to 
a Hair’s Breadth: But I hope it will not be 
offenfive to enquire into your Reafons for this 
unfeafonable Peice of a Sonnet. 

Jeff. It’s eafie for you to make fuch a Difto- 
very Without Spectacles, fince whatever For- 
wardne’s the abovemention’d Treaties may be 
faid to bein, nothing is more certain, than that 
fiich Ruptures are yet in Agitation, exclufive 
of thofe that threaten Italy, as may yet bring 
Europeinto a general War. 

Earneft. You have better Eyes than I am 
furnifh’d with, if you can forefee any Thing 
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like it. Our Fleets in the Mediterranean and 
the Baltick, will foon put the Peace in thofe 
Parts out of the Queftion, and notwithftand- 
ing Eiforts are faid to be in Agitation to pre- 
vent the Execution of the Imperial Mandates 
againit the Landgrave of Heffe Caffel, and the 
Duke of Mecklenbergh; thofe two Princes will, 
in all likelihood, be brought to Reafon upon 
the Entrance of the Imperialifts, and Troops of 
the Circles into their Territories. 

je. Youare wide of the Mark now, with 
all Refpect be it faid to your Gravity. The 
Proteftant Princes of the Empire, will never 
fulfer fo eminent Members of that Illuftrious 
Body, as their Two Highnefles, to be injur'd 
and deprivd of their ju‘ Rights; the’one, as 
a Prince who has a fair Title to the Pofleffion 
of Rinfield and the Dependencies thereon, by 
an equitable Purchafe, and the other as a 
Sovereign to whom an unlimited Obedience is 
due from all his Subjects, not excluding thofe 
ot the higheft Rank and Condition. 

Earneft. Hold -—- you'll fay fomething by 
and by that may endanger your own Liberty, 
while you are for giving away thofe of others 

that 


































































that are allow’d them by the Conftitution of 
the Empire. Do not you know that the Duke 
we are now {peaking of, is himfelf Subject to 
the Imperial Decrees of the Diet of Ratusbon ; 
and that the Director of the lower Circie of 
Saxony is no lefs a Man than his prefent Majeity 
King Geo: ge, Who has lately infilted upon a 
Categorical Anfwer from the Czar of Aduf- 
covy to the > {tion lacely put to him by the 
brivifh Mini liter at Peter: burgh Whether he 
will act in f: our of the fame Duke, and 
Countenance him tn the Depredations he con- 
tinues to make on the Lands-of his Nobility ? 
As for the Conteft now on Foot between the 
Lene Graves of Heffe Cajjel, and Heffe Rine- 
field, 1 could heartily with that-Matters were 
fo made up between them, that the latter 
might accept an Equivalent m Money, which 
fome fay is now under Debate, for the For- 
trefs of that Name, fince Pogcry is of lareigrown 
fo rampant in Germs my, trom the Defection of 
the Kin z of Poland, and the Expulfion of his 
Swedifh Majelty out of his Dominions in Po- 
merania, to need any Acceflion of Strength to 
it, by putting io importanta Place as that Town 
is into the Hands of a Prince who is entirely 
Bigotted to that Perfwation. 

‘Fest. The mere mention of Pomerania makes 
me look towards tome Defign in Agitation 
againft that Quarter. The Sw redes and Mufco- 
vites, Who, it 16, not to be doubted, are in 
{trict Friendfhip with..each. other, -feem- to be 
ready to At in Concert for’ the Recovery of 
thofe loft Territories, and the Complainc that 
has been lately made at the Cour: of Vienna 
of fome Infractions.as to the Affair of Reli- 
gion inthe Treaties of Westphalaard Alt Ran- 
Stad, makes sit more than probable, that. a 
certain Potentare has net only a Month to cre- 
are new Difturbances in the Lower Germany, 
but would carry-a War into the Upper, by re- 
newing his former Demands and Ravages on 
the fertile Plains, and opulent-Towns of S#- 
lefia itfelf. 

Earnest. Thofe are the moft Enterprizing 
Monarchs which the World atiords except one, 
and that is his: moft’ Catholick. Majefty King 
Philip, who has:a Coup 4. Eolat, in his Seigure 
of the Kingdom of Sicily, confign'd.o: rer to 

the Duke ot Saweyby the ‘iveary a Ubrecht. 

5 A mere Stratagem: to. fhew thei Delicas 
cy ‘an d Finenefs of the Polificks of tthe Courts 
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of A¢adrid and Turin, and to Null the Em: peror 
and his Confederates into an Opinion, that they 
are falling out with each oth er, while they are 
in a joint Confederacy to aggrandize themielves 
with the Spoils of his Imperial Maje ‘fty’s Do- 
minions in Italy. 

Earneft, ‘There you are much to feck again, 
and quite out of the way-to the Grounils of 
thae furprifing Event. Old Alberoni is too 
watchful and obférvant of Matters upon the 
Court at Viena, to be impo:'d upon by a 
more cratty Prince than his Sicilian Maielty, 
tho’ affilted by the deep lad Schemes of his 


’ 


Chiet Minifter, the Matchiavilian Marqu'fs ot 
St. Thomas.. That fibtle Fox had by his Coy- 
refpondence atthe Imperial Court, made hims 
felf appriz d of the Meafi mn s that were taking 


o 


there, fo far,jas to be aliur’d, that notwithftand- 
the King of | Sicily made a Feint of en:ring in- 
to the fame Meafures with his Catholick Ma- 


jefty as to thednvafion of the Addanex’, the 
ichy of Afanti (ay | ar 1d the Kin _— mn 108 Nui- 
ples, Ge. he was attual'y cultivars f 


Friendf hip with the Satta and cementit 2 it 
by a Marriage of his Eldeit Son the Prince of 
Piedmint, with the Etdeft-Danghter of the late 
Emperor 5 Fofeph. 
7<ft. Some People. go into further Lengths 
concerning the Co nduct of this unwa-nar ch. 
Prince, and in Vindication of the Spaniards al- 
ledge, that it was concerted betweea him ard 
the Imperialifts, npon his Conjunction with a 
ftared Number of King Phikp’s Troops, to de- 
liver them up every:*Man to their Enemies. 
But this is nothing but mere Talk, and the Pro 
duct of groundlefs Conjectures, fince it is not 
wety likely that he that-had been once {a:d to 
caught at playing thas Game in Italy before 
on the. French, would venture to aa it oVer 
again with the Spaniards, at a Time when they 
have a-Minilter at the head of their Councils 
to whom nothing is almoft imperceptible ; and 
his own Grandfon is the Prefumptive Heir to 
the. whole Kingdom of Spain, and the Domi- 
nions belonging thereunto. 
Earneft. Kings are {aid to have no Relations, 
Honour, Intereft, and Glory, are the chings 
they are.ever in Parfuie of. 
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yet. Thisjuftifies mein my Affertiors. For, 
iff if be fo, peidher Moxour Nat -G! vy Can De gas Yd 
by a. Proceduve that ts the yverv Reverfe of 


both’; and as for Interef, ikisplain, that fome- 
body 








body might find his Accounts better that: way, 
by keeping firm to the Treaties he had made 
with his Son-in-Law,who was actually inaCon- 
dition of making greater Acquifitions for him 
in Lombardy, than by looking out for a Daugh- 
ter-in Law, that would bring little or no in- 
creafe to his Dominions. But we have {poken 
enough to this intricate Affair, which the more 
it is confider’d, is the more perplexing. 

Earnet. True — | remember a Saying of the 
Jate King Lovis X1V. of France, who difcour- 
fing with the Duke of Vendo/me, cry d, I hild 
my y felf to be better vers'd in Lffairs f State 

han waft of the Peten-ates now Breathing but 
m) Cozen of Savoy is the Prince that excells us all 
in the refinedne(s of his Politicks, 

‘Fo. And yet, howfoever fine his Polisicks 
were, the very Prin ce th at gave him this Cha- 
racter, had the dexterity of Addrefs to overe 
reach him, when he a farin'd all his Forces in 
Italy,and made them Prifoners of War: and his 
Schem<s ant Contrivances may not now be un- 
difcoverable by another Monarch, who is faid 
to have launch’ out alead at the Receipt of the 
News, chat gave him the Complaint of the 
Spamtards taking Potle {lion of Palermo, the Ca- 
pital of Sicily, and proclaiming King Philip cf 
Spa'n for its Sovereign. But there’ sa Profpedt 
of fre fh ‘roubles and Commotiors even yet 
elfewhere, and Poland thar hus salready fi-fiei’d 
fo much, isagain hkely co be a Field of De- 


folation and Slawhrer. The Mufcovites are 
rorto be induc’d } bya any Re pref nations or En- 
treaties to quit their warm Quarters, and a 


Confederacy is there faid to be forming 
drive them ont by Force. 

Earne?. To drive out Kieg 4 
Saxons you mean; for if that! 
Aim, lam an utter Stranger to th 
ter, firce it is obvious to every 
ftanding, that now the Adufcow:te and Swede are 
going to embark in the {ame Interett : che for- 
mer will, in all likelyhood, drop bis Alliance 
with King Sta and Join in con- 
certing Meafures on the 
Throne of Polazd. 

Felt. Now vou are talking of one Pretender, 
Prithee how goes Atfairs at Urbino with ance 
ther? Isthe Chevalier recover Ay his pretend- 
ed Ulreis, or the Condition of his meager half 
fiarv'd Companions and Followers any ways 
better'd ? 

Earnest, | keep no Correfpondence with e 
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ut tir y of Tuefday lat, tells us 
he is in very good Health, and that Gaiety is 
feen in all their Countenances. To which | 

can add, an Expreflion lately imported hither, 
as faid, by. himfelf, that {peaks the Air of Ur- 
bino to agree better with his Conttitution than his 
Inclination. 

Tet. Much good may it do him fay I, but 
Inclination without Power will never do any ones 
Bufinefs ; and enough having been {aid about 

other People’s Affairs, let us now {peak to our 

wn, and {eek our Alliances in Defence of our 
felves, who are in da! iger of | being deferted by’ 
fome of our Friends and Confederates. 

Earneff. It will not be a Work of Difficulty 
to find more, fhould they do fo. The Canfe of 
Truth, Honour, Religion, and Loyalry, can 
— wan it Advocates and Abettors, and you 
nay reft affur’d it fhall be carry’d on, and that 
finccefefuliy too, without any Apprehenfion of a 
Mifcarriage from the Defection of fome, and 
Cowardice of. others, 

Fe. Suppote 1 take upon me to be High- 
Confiable ot all the fever al Divifions of Paper 
S'ainers, ard iliue out my Precepts to all my 
Sub- Officers, and Petty-Minifters to’ bring in 
their Refpeétive Aid and Ailiftance to fo com- 
mendable an Undertaking. 

Ean ft. ic willnot be amifs. Prithee do 
Fefte © Whereas by an Order from the Wor- 
fhipful the Bench of Juitic es now fitting in 
¢ Judgme vse againit al He / pert, Deft, Soc ‘mtans, 
© Free-Thinters, Presbyterians, Independents, Qua- 

kers, an all other Enemies to Go', and che 

King, ; and the eltablhthd Ceniticution in 
’ Church a and Srate: Lam ted to illite our 
‘ thismy Precepr to will and 1eguire you to 
* be-aidingand aflitting to chemin your feveral 
© Stations. Thisis in purfuance of che faid Or- 
¢ der tt, 


er, to charge you, and all of yo for to 
‘ Summons the Re ive Paper-Stainers of 
* your feveral Divifions, to a} ppear before 
{aid Bench, arnyd at ail Points with Pens, Pa- 


* per and Ink, then, ard there to be at dand 


a 


Girec 


{pect 


ry 


© and Readincf3, to refute all Argu‘rents and 
‘ Evidence -s ro be brought on the Part of ct! 
© {aid Seétarizes and notorious Mahgnants, as 


© you and they fhall anfwer to the contrary at 
¢ your Peril. Given under our Hand and 
. the 17th Day of Fuly, 1718. 
Sign’d, 
ROBERT FEST. 
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Earneft. You are too general in your Call of 
Auxilaries. The Number of 2uill- Drivers, 
that are here fummon’d will be troublefome to 
the Court, and we fhall have the whole Spawn 
of all the Garretsin the Town crowd inamong 
Us, 

Fe. Good Mr. Chairman, give me leave to 
know the Duties of my Office. My Summons 
mutt be ceneral, though the Bench may be 
Particular, and make Choice of as few as it 
pleats to cali out of thein as pioper Infbru- 
ments to carry on our Detign. 

Earnef, You are very Touchy, methinks, 
In this your new Dignity. 

Jeff. Who can be otherwife when poflefs'd 
of my Station? | have known the ‘Time when 
a High-Conftable has not thought it above his 
Rank, to make Gguig. to the Widow of a de- 
ceas'd Lord, ¥°¢ mord? widdew 

Earn. But that Lord’s Relict had been ta- 
ken into his Embraces from a very low Degree, 
and was advanced from his Kitchen into his 
Bed-Chamber. 

ef. That’s too fevere upon my Lady: 
Tho’ I could tell you of as merry a Choice 
mide about two Years fince, by a very antient 
Gentleman, not far fhort of the Dignity of a 
Baron. 

Earneft. Such Stories as thefe make little to 
our Purpofe. Defamation, isa Trate few 
People thrive by, and it behoves us, now we 
are going to fland upon our bottom, to act 
with all neceflary Care and Circurm.‘pection, 
that the Friends we have already gor, may con- 
tinue fo, by our pointing at }sces only, with- 
out fetting a Mark upon Perfons: Since how- 
foever unequal Matches may be made as to 
Birth and Fortune, it’s the particular Privilege 
of old Age to be indulged in their Dormitatioss, 


and thofe of the fair Sex have it in their Chare 
ter to fhew their Difcretion in giving ear to 
the Voice of Reafon, that exhorts them to pre- 
fer the Conveniencies of Life in the Arms of an 
old rich Ufurer, to the Pleafures of ic in thoie 
of a young Spendthrift. 

Feft. They mutt needs act prad xtly thatdo 
fo, though | much tear not. very. honeltly. 
An old Man is molt. certainly a Convenience, 
but it gives fume Ladies Opportunity of en- 
tertaining-and fupporting young Ones, But 
here’s another Piece of News come to Town, 
for you. Tue King of Sicily upon notifying the 
S.izure of Sicily by. the Spainards, has demand- 
ed. £8000. Men ot the Regent of France,by Vir- 
tue of a Treaty between the ‘wo Nations, 
Will not his Roya} Highnefs be put toa Puzzle 
how.to behave in this Conjuncture. Sinceit 
may give Umbrage to the Emperor, with 
Whom he is entred with Us into a new Al- 
liance? 

Earncft. No more of your Queflions, unlefs 
they carry more Safety with them. A Poft or 
two will give us a thorough Infight into the 
my fterious Conduct of that Prince, whom our 
News-Writers in-one Article bring to the very 
Gates of Milan, to act againft the Germans, 
and in another, make to demand Succours a- 
gain{t the Inroads of the Spaniards, It’s my 
Opinion that the Regent will furnith him with 
no more Troopsthan King George will. For 
Ailiftance given to his Sicilian Majefty, will 
but be a means of weakening his Hands from 
performing the Conditions fign’d to in the 
Quadruple Alliance, by Virtue of which he is 
to act againt Spain, not to reinforce the Ar- 
mies of a Prince, who ’tis fear’d, knows it to 
be too much his Intereft, not to embark in 
his prefent Undertaking. 
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